Blue Mountains Sustainability Festival
Presenter: Annette Sartor and Peter Ardill
Date: 26/9/2026
Location: Dining Room, Civic Centre, Katoomba St, Katoomba
Time: 01:00 – 02:00
Topic: Living (Sustainably) Near the Bush: Connections, Consequences and Stewardship
Presenter Bio	
Dr Annette Sartor is President of the Blue Mountains Conservation Society (BMCS) which leads community‑driven advocacy to protect the region’s unique ecosystems and biodiversity, working closely with volunteers, local groups, and policymakers to strengthen conservation outcomes. Alongside her, long‑time conservation advocate Peter Ardill supports on‑ground bushland restoration, wildlife corridor protection, and community green‑space stewardship, helping build a resilient and ecologically healthy Blue Mountains.
Presentation Precis
During on her work in Education for Sustainability in higher education and within the BMCS, Dr Sartor will explore how living sustainably near the bush begins with recognising that people and nature are part of an interconnected system. Our homes, gardens, pets, consumption and everyday behaviours interact with waterways, wildlife, vegetation and the wider environment. Understanding these connections, and the consequences of our choices is fundamental to effective environmental stewardship.
 The session will be followed by the launch of BMCS’s practical new booklet, Living Near the Bush: How to Support Nature in the Blue Mountains by Peter Ardill (BMCS Bushcare Officer). Visit the BMCS stall, meet Society members and discover ways to become involved in protecting the Blue Mountains environment.
